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Three design firms

remains a close friend. “You can say I'm
a spin-off of Ingels,” says Stubbergaard,
smiling - and though he is selling himself
short, there is a touch of Ingels in the way
Cobe’s designs straddle the line between
playfulness and functionality.

The studio has designed buildings
across the Nordic region and Germany

but Denmark remains its chief stomp- |
ing ground. In the capital it recently |

redesigned Nerreport train station and

i1s working on a masterplan for North |
Harbour, Scandinavia’s biggest urban- |

planning project. “We use Copenhagen as

an urban laboratory,” says Stubbergaard. |

“The city and its politicians and adminis-
tration are very open-minded.”
*“Architecture needs to be contempo-

rary but it also needs to relate to the history |
of its surroundings,” adds Stubbergaard. |
“[Bach design] becomes site-specific: |
it 1s defined for exactly that spot”. For |
instance, the Forfatterhuset Kindergarten |
in Nerrebro, Copenhagen, draws on the |

’s ubiquitous red-brick houses with a | -
st sy o g | Architects Hugo Sauzay

series of long red-brick “sticks” — evoca-
tive of rusted metal poles — forming a wall
around the playground.

By contrast the Roskilde Rock
Museum (showcasing music as opposed
to geology) looks very different to its

the sparkling gold monument opened

02
Festen
Paris

and Charlotte de Tonnac
live and work from their
own Haussmanian
apartment in Paris’s Le
Marais. “We never thought

| we would work together;

: ; oy : | it was not something we
surroundings. Clad in aluminium spikes, |

this year in an industrial district near |

Copenhagen. “It’s like combining rough
old jeans with a glittering golden belt,”
says Stubbergaard. These intelligent
combinations of genre serve to bring

planned,” says Sauzay.
He explains how the
partnership came about
in 2011 while the pair

. were still studying and
| were asked to remodel an

vitality and style to a nation with a grand
tradition — thanks to architects with subtle |

imaginations and bold visions, — A

o

|
" -
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| apartment in the capital’s
| 7th arrondissement.

“We were both working
on our final school project,”

| says De Tonnac. “l was
 doing a library [concept]

for Steidl and Hugo was

- working on a public

! swimming pool [concept].

| Suddenly we had to create
| areal company.”

Since then their

| elegant home - with its

| Hungarian point parquet,

| marble fireplaces and

. stucco details - has been

| transformed into a busy HQ

where three other designers

| | now assist. Architectura]
| models of future projects
| and marble samples

| festoon the Space while

a cat, Simone, purrs on a
Bo concept sofa. “We are
actually looking for a real
office,” says Sauzay.
Taking the name Festen,
which is Danish for “feast”,
the pair have become
known for their Parisian
interiors and their work with
the French hotel operator
Perseus and its owner
Valéry Grégo. Their recent
Le Pigalle hotel pairs the
classic panelled doors,
moulding and parquet
flooring of an old stone
building with the lively and
artistic neon aesthetic that
has come to define the
neighbourhood. “We are
doing interior architecture
in relation to the history of
the space,” says Sauzay.
“We play with the furniture
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and decoration but we

don’t want to create
trendy spaces- ;
Past projects N Paris
range from @ l'o;'mere
printing factory I tht e
11th arrondissemen o’
pied-a-terré for a NﬁaraiS-
photogfapher inLe o
Elsewhere the duo haannex
worked on @ seaStdZ
in Trouville No:manré’,ay
are working on @ holl
p Ferret.
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